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Frederick Abraham, left, and Jocilia Moreno head
up XTest Inc.
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Entrepreneur: Biotech startup tests your blood in
comfort of your home

Patients request appointments for mobile service using smartphone app
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After losing his grandmother to Alzheimer's
disease, Frederick Abraham felt hopeless
against an illness without a cure.

At the time, Abraham also was studying
Alzheimer's under a professor's wing, but he
wanted to expand his learning. He began to
study cell signaling activity, which would later
serve as the basis for development of his blood-
testing technology.

After meeting Jocilia Moreno at a health care
seminar at the Phoenix VA Hospital, Abraham was able to begin the process to bring
his startup to life. Moreno had an extensive list of contacts in the medical field to
help give their idea some momentum.

Xtest Inc., co-founded by Abraham and Moreno in 2015, will come out of stealth
mode later this year with a mobile medical service for patients to get blood tests at
their own home or work. Patients request an appointment through a smartphone
app, and a certified medical assistant is deployed to collect a sample from the
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patient to take to one of 40 third-party laboratories in the Valley. Patients can view
their results through the app once tests are completed.

"We developed a medical facility on wheels where we have medical assistants go to
your workplace or home. We conduct a full medical examination through the power
of AI," Abraham said.

The company is capable of conducting more than 30,000 tests ranging from
influenza and HIV to glucose readings.

Xtest was self-funded by Abraham until raising more than $500,000 through
outside investors. The startup employs about 50 people, which includes
contractors, part- and full-time workers.

Xtest hopes to become independent of medical labs by using its blood-testing
device, currently under wraps. The device would provide results within minutes of
taking a small sample of blood from patients.

Xtest aims to compete with a surge of urgent care facilities by offering patients a
service reminiscent of doctor house calls.

"It's a call back to the old house calls that doctors used to perform. Now it's a sort of
thing of the past, but with our technology we can bring it back to the mainstream,"
Abraham said. "That's our big goal."

The company will be looking to hire as many as 100 full-time medical assistants, he
said. Xtest is working with medical assistants from Pima Medical Institute to test its
service.

Xtest comes as a multitude of biotech companies are seeking funding, and it also
arrives in the wake of the recent implosion of California-based Theranos and
criminal charges being laid against company founder Elizabeth Holmes. The
company falsely claimed it could provide accurate blood tests using a small amount
of blood, and the controversy surrounding Theranos has created some skepticism.

Abraham said that although his service is very different from Theranos, he still
experienced pushback at the beginning.
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"We had the true analytics, we were supporting this by math and science. It still
wasn't enough. They wanted us to take it from the theory and transition it into a
technology," Abraham said about the hurdles he had to cross to convince people
his idea is marketable.
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